
“Settle into what it means to be in school again and experiment with di�erent 
routines to �nd out what works best for you. Front load your �rst week and 
getting a head start on the course.

Usually, classes open 3�5 days before the session begins. This is a great time to 
review the syllabus, learn about the faculty and review the classmates you will 
be interacting with. It is also a great time to join a group. I recommend pairing up 
for group projects early so you don’t get le� out.”

Stacey Humphrey,  Master’s in Business Administrtion student 
Senior Manager of CRM & Analytics at philoshophy.com at COTY Inc.
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Leslie Fitzpatrick,  Master’s in Sport Administration graduate, 
Former World Cup Soccer Player for Trinidad and Tobago

Secrets to Graduate
School Success

From UOnline Students and Alumni

“Find those pockets in the day where you can best get things done. Try �nding 
one window of opportunity to study each and every day and set aside an hour 

or two for reading or assignments. It does get challenging and you will have to 
make sacri�ces in terms of time. However once you get into a groove, you will 

�nd a lot of ways to make it work.”

Leslie Fitzpatrick,  Master’s in Sport Administration graduate, 
Former World Cup Soccer Player for Trinidad and Tobago

“What is due varies from program-to-program and class-to-class. However, all class 
weeks start on Saturday and ends  Sunday. It is always bene�cial to get the reading 
out of the way �rst and then tackle assignments. O�en you will have both reading 

and an assignment due each week.

If you have a project coming up, do not leave it to the last minute! The professors are 
always there to support you. If you are going to be late or cannot submit on the due 

date, reach out to your professor to �gure out an alternative plan.”

Raquel Ronacher,  Master’s in Professional Accounting graduate, 
Director of Finance at Autism Speciality Group

“It is dependent on the course and week. However, you can expect about 25�30 
hours per week. Some courses may come to you more naturally than others or 
take more e�ort depending on the assignments.” 

Niki Whelan,  graduate Master’s in Finance, 
Investment Analyst at Naples Global Advisors, LLC

“This is also dependent on the class. Some professors start the program by 
choosing groups. However in many programs, you will be able to make groups 
yourself. I recommend �nding groups with people you don’t already know. It 
will maximize your experience in the program and give you the opportunity to 
learn from students you would not be able to interact with in another setting.” 

Group assignments are challenging, but also some of the most rewarding 
experiences. This is one of the best opportunities to get to know your 

classmates and form relationships. It is important to remember that everyone 
comes from di�erent backgrounds and has di�erent schedules. Make sure that 

you are able to show the value in your contribution.


